[Non-terminal remission in epileptic patients].
Seven hundreds and fifty-eight patients with epilepsy have been studied. Non-terminal remission (temporal stop of seizures with the following relapse) has been diagnosed in 18,3% of cases. An aim of the study was to investigate clinical characteristics and prognosis in patients with such type of remission. The study included evaluation of anamnesis, clinical and neurological examination, routine EEG and/or video-EEG-monitoring, MRI of the brain. The period of observation was 1-5 years (on average 2,5 years). As a result, patients were diagnosed with idiopathic generalized epilepsy (18 cases), epilepsy with rare, usually secondary generalized, seizures (37 cases), drug-induced remission (46 cases) and long-term spontaneous remission usually associated with late childhood and adolescence (18 cases). These groups differed by clinical features and effectiveness of antiepileptic therapy. In conclusion, patients with non-terminal remission represent a heterogeneous group with different character of epileptic syndromes, forms of disease and prognosis.